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FEMALE HONOUR 





* She heard me thus: and though divinely brought 
Yet innocence and virgin mode(ty, 
Her virtue and the con{cience of ‘hy *r wort! 
That would be woo'd, and not unfought be wor 
Not obvious, not obtrufive, but retiz'd, 
Che more defirable, or to fay all, 
Nature herfelf, though pure of finful thoug!: 
Wronght in her fo, that feeing me, fhe tarn’d ; 
‘ jollowed her, dhe what was honor knew,” 
\ Mitrtow. 
J HE Spe@tator tells us, That the company 
i Siationers, who had a patent for printing the bi- 
bie in the reign of Charles I. committed an egregi- 
cus blunder in the feventh Commande nt by leav- 
ing out the word NOT; and that feve alt thoufand 
copies were printed off before the omiflion was di ; 
covered. ‘Phe Spectator exprefles his apprehenfion, 
that the profligates s of both fexes were poflefl “ f 
fome copies of that {putious edition ; and governed 
themfelves according to the faid faulty re adin 1g. 
And to {peak t 1e truth, fam much afraid, that 
tne edition, antient as it is, is not entirely extinct. 
‘fhe confefRons of young maids at the feflions, thei: 
Vel. S 
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accelerated marriages and early births, not to men- 
tion advertifement of wives, who have ftrayed from 
their hufbands, or eloped as I think the term is, give 
us reafon to fufpeét, that fome crafty rogues, who 
have found the virtue of the fair fex impregnable to 
their bolder attacks, have furreptitioufly introduced 
and difperfed among them feveral of thefe adulte- 
rated copies, with a bafe intention to undermine the 
fortrefs of female virtue, which they could not car- 
ry by regular approaches. 

Sacred Writ informs, that “the firft woman, 4e- 
tng deceived, was in the tranfgreflion.” ‘The cafe is 
ftill the fame with her daughters. Deception mutt 
be the caufe of the particular tranfgreffion which I 
am now fpeaking of ; for-on fheir part, it cannot 
pofhbly proceed from any other caufe. 

If the rogues, who have thus impofed on the hon- 
eft and obliging credulity of the virtuous fair, could 
be detected, 1t would be proper to punifh them 
foundly. But as this can hardly be hoped, the only 
remedy is to guard our females againft thofe treach- 
erous arts. Be it therefore known and remembered, 
that the reading above referred to is faulty and er- 
roneous; and that the feventh commandment ori- 
ginally was, and ought flill to be, read, underftood 
and obferved, not afirmatively, but negatively; and let 
all concerned govern themfelves by it in future, as 
containing the word NOT. 

Since I have faid thus much in defence of the 


fuits for the maintenance of iilegitimates, frequent 


fair, | would alfo recommend to them to a& in ¢heir 


own defence. Let them retain a fenfe of their na- 
tive dignity and their high importance in fociety 5 
let them confider their unqueftionable capacity to 
judge what is amiable and virtuous, and their inde- 
feafible right in all matters of moral condud, to 
follow their own judgement ; let them realize how 
much the virtue and happinefs of mankind depend 


gees” 


aowte 


Pope 





THE NIGHTINGALE. 207 


on them ; let them remember that the greateft rev~ 
erence and refpect is always paid to female virtue, 
put contempt and infamy invariable follow the 
want, and even a fu/picion of sense want of it. 

Chaftity is as much the glory of a lady, 23 courage 
is the glory of a ge thang in. W e as heartil ly detpit te 
all forward obtrufive airs, all indications of impu- 
dence and immodetty in the fair, as they defpife all 
appearances of cowardice and pufillanimity in us. 
‘They cannot be more reluctant to put themielves 
under the protection of a man, who has not courage 
even to defend himfelf, than we are to unite our- 
{clves for life to a female, of whofe virtue aud fidel- 
ity we think not ourfel ves fecure. 

‘T'he experience, which many of the tender fex 
have had of the infidelity of thofe to whom they 
have too eafily yielded their honor, and of the mii- 
ery and difgrace refulting from their ill placed con- 
fidence, fhould make the whole fex cautious, how 
they put themfelves in the power of men, who wiih 
to take fuch difhonorable poffeilion. 

{owever bafe it may be for a man to abandon to 
mifery an unfufpeting creature, whom he has pre- 
vioufly deluded by fair pretenfions, yet few men will 
think themfelves bound to regard the honor and 
happinefs of a woman, who fhews but little regard 
to her own: and be fure the man who is bale e- 
nough to attempt her difgrace, can feldom be truit- 
¢a to repair her ruined reputation. 

Let the fair ever remember, that th eir peace, dige 

nity and character chiefly depend on themieives, and 
chat no confidence is to be placed in a man, who is 
himfelf fo deftitute of virtue and honed as to ate 
tempt to feduce them from the firiteft purity. Let 
them repel with honeft : indig: ion every iniult on 
that virtue which is their chief glory, and manifett 
a noble refentment of all fuch approaches as imply 
even a fu/picion that they can be devauched. 
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¥ THE NIGHTINGALE, 
However light fome may affect to make of the e. 
vil in queftion, there is almoft no one thing more 
pregnant with mifchief to the parties immediately 
concerned, efpecially to the female, to families with 
which they are connected, and to fociety itfelf, 
How unhappy is the tender creature, firft difgraced 
and then abandoned ? The man who has ruined 
and forfaken her‘is unfortunate through life. He 
appears like one confcious of guilt, and haunted by 
the ghoft of that virgin-honor, which he has mur- 
dered. And even marriage, the proper remedy, 


AnG pec, t 

‘Vhey who are urg- 
ed into the connubial ftate rather from a kind of 
fuppof fed neceility, than from fettled affection and 
deliberate aor experi rience’ lh 
which tt 
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cannot alwavs repair the evil. 
| 


ttle of the felicity, 
hat ftate was defigned to yield. And they 
who are precipitated into it, before they have e capa- 
city to provide for, and educate a family, ufually 
bring forward a new race to grow up without vir- 
tuous principles, to live ufelefs to mankind, to con+ 
taminate thoie around them, and to tranfmit their 
own corruptions to another generation. 
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Literary Amufements. 





[The following cbfervations are extrafted from an Origi- 
nal "Ma ant, Cript, written in the year 17 193s ona variety 
of fubjels. A pradiice wes then mu Bi in VOgUE, 2 ubich 
avas thought too Pie ort nfible to be paffed over in filence 


by a obfe rUer f the e fofbronable follies of that time. It 


Wil. no le/s t n gratifying } ANITT, by facrific ing 
truth a 3 ud fine ern! i hel alta: j .] 





W HILE abfent from the object of my af- 


feéhions, the tardy moments are cruelly flow i in 


their movernents, and Time, that fo often is accuted 
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of being too induftrioufly affiduous in performing 
his journics, proves labori vully lazy to me. tie {pins 
his minutes to their longett po ible length, and with- 
out increafing the real duratien of life, gives new 
tedioufnefs to many of* the hours which compote 
exiftence. There is but one way to eafe abfence of 
its drearnefs ; there is but one remedy which can 
afford relief to the wearied. mind, and but one {pur 
to qu cken his progrefs.—tis to ily irom the world— 
to cloifter mytelf in retirement:and devote {weet 
hours of rich meditation to my Caroline, Come 
penfive nymph of the fhades ! come from thy cy- 
prefs d: rke ned cells and murmering itreams, /weet 
contemplation ! Come foothing charmer and lead my 
mind imto fairy realms of anticipated joy, and if fate 
has future calamities to make Eugene miferable, 
cheat him with dear illufions and brighten his pre- 
fent blifs with a brilliant dece ption ! Gayl) deco= 
rated, a new icene rifles to mys uftonithed view—a 
f{cene of future life, to which Caroline imparts un- 
fading glory—-H ail delightful vifion ! 

The powers of defcription fail me—imagination 
mutft paint the reft, 


And why may I not indulge the hope, that this 
anticipated profpect 1 is not a dec ption ! cold] O- 
foph iy may pre ach up caution, and t 
every thing from fate. Rig id expericnce my 
me of the innumerable diiappoint nts which a’ 
man in every fare of his exiite - oat 
ifm may frown away every ho; n animate 
and cheer—But Curoline,-—! rv he 4 = 


y be prefumptuous—yet m 
future exiftence, have alw2z; 
= enliven and exalt my } 
‘Loft in the magic of thar fweet employ 
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well knows the delicious pleafures which are to bs 
foundin fuch fanciful excurfions into the flowery 
fields of airy imagination. Will fhe accompany me 
in my prefent tour ? Come, let us together ramble 
and in fympathy of thought and undifturbed con- 
templations ‘cheat time of his wearifome moments.” 
Our converfation fhall be infpired by affection 
and governed by candor.—In our walk we fhall find 
no rofe without its thorn. Obferve in your paflage 
through life, that there exifts mot a ple: iure unbal- 
lanced by an infeperable pain, and the moft virtuous 
human bofom, contains fome foible neceffary to re- 
tain it within the bounds of humanity. “We were 
made imperfect, that we might be focial beings”— 
‘Lhe wants of individuals are the grand fource of the 
general good. ‘hefe obfervations are undoubtedly 
yult ; they are fanctioned by that great teft, that in- 
difput ible criterion, experience. ‘They teach us an 
important leffon ; that we fhould make moft gene- 
rous allowances for human actions, and to defpair of 


beholding perfection 1 in this life. ‘The wife econo- 
my of Providence is in nothing more vifible, than in 
the methods of prefervi ng order through all the vari- 


ous fy tems of creation. There is a line of divifion 
@rawn between humanity and divinity. Nothing 
this fide of the grave can pats the div iding bar, er 
by crufhing down the feperating obftacle, attain toa 
degree of excellence inconfiftent with the ftate al- 
totted toman. Accordingly, we find that the moft 
fublime genius and cultivated mind; the pureft vir- 
tue and extended benevolence, when united in one 
perfon, fail of compofing a perfect character. ‘The 
fublime genius is commonly attended with a fervor 
of difpofition which produces dangerous excentrici- 
ties of conduét.—Much learning too frequently 
the parent of an unamiable confcioufnefs of fuperio- 
rity, and an overbearing pride. ‘The pureft virtue 
of a human bofom is often the victim of {tronger paf- 
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fons and an unlimitted benevolence is generality 
found in a breaft pofiefled of extravagant qualities 
without prudence {uflicient to regulate and temper 
them. 

You told methat I difapprove of the practice 
of ‘telling tells.” Yes my Caroline, I do heartily 
difapprove “of j it, and let me afk your attention to my 
reafons therefor-—— 

bene thing that 1s addrefled immediately to the 

has a tendency to weaken the outguards of 
virtue and to injure the human heart. We are al! 
of us pofletied of ambition—it is proper that we 
hould be. It is a neceflary ingredient in a great 
and a valuable character. But, when it is increaf- 
ed to fuch a magnitude as to influence our conduct 
too far, and to seals us lofe fight of the refpect due 
to our fellow men, it becomes dangerous to our- 
felves by making us appear unamiable to others. 
Every thing which has a tendency to do this ought 
to be checked in its infancy. Addrefles to our vane 
ity never fail to pleafe the fancy, the pleafures of 
the fancy foon influence the heart, and what at firlt 
was merely amuling, by habit, becomes neceflary to 
our happinefs. Yet like an intoxicating draught, 
tho’ it procures prefent felicity, it fecretly weakens 
the energies of our nature, and in the end proves a 
deadly poifon. 

‘Tells,’ are a dangerous fpecies of flattery— 
They are the more dang gerous, bec aufe, as the 
do not come directly from the perfon who pays th 
compliment we are inclined to believe all that ts 
faid, as the cok was made in our ablence. On 
minds like my Caroline’ s, I am fure thefe pretty fay- 
ings and {weet words would not have a lafting cf- 
fect. Yet, thefe tells are generally deliy eres Lin an 
hourof gaiet y aah in sari s when the mind 
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round. At fuch times we eafily give evidence te 
every thing that is agreeable to our pride or conge. 
nial with our wiihes. Reflection may wear off the 
depth of the imprefhion, but {till nothing can efface 
it. On weak minds the force of flattery is ruinous 
—on itrong minds its effects are lefs fatal, but, too 
often do they prove dangerous in their tendeney; 
while are fo many more rational fources of pleafure, 
which cannot potlbly be injurious, why fhould he 
ftrive to find deltght from one which we are cer- 
tain contains fome latent evils. If one advantage 
can be fhewn to refult from the practice I have been 
contending g againft, I will never oppofe again. But 
let us enquire on the other fide. Is the mind im- 
proved—the underftanding ftrengthened, the foul 
enlarged, the heart exalted and rendered mere pure 
by the practice ? We gain one information, that is 
a perton declares that he admires, loves, cfeems, and 
i” fact, that every quality fp smity 18 blended in one more 
tal, ePTINSy fallible bei ing. What effect has this infor 
mation? We find by an ine xprefh ble thrill, by a 
new warmth meandering thro’ every channel of life, 
that the fancy is glowing with ftrong extacy, and 
every nerve trembles, evincive of the gratifica- 
tion which vanity has received. Alas, to the weak 

mind this delight is certain ruin ! The bofom 
guarde d by wifdom foon repels the attack made on 
its peace, but feldom is tri umphant wih out receiv- 
ing a wound. In faét, ali human beings, from the 
fublimeft fave down to the moft infipid hily fellow, 
we are all filled with a defire to be thought fuperioz 
to our neighbours, and we have al 


) aii a Vanity and 


proper fhare of felt confe ;quence ne i ce of 
being admired tickles the ear, it imfiames our ambi- 
tion, it pleafes the fanc But does it in the 
mind?’ Does it give energy riuc and dilfarm vice 
of its power? Experience and reafon anfwer in the 


negative. Pardon me my Caroline, for this irce- 
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dom of enquiry and boldnefs of decifion. I do not 
fear that you will fuffer from the influence of tells. 
} have too high an opinion of your good fenfe to 
think that you will be led aftray by flattery or fall a 
victim to vanity. But I believe that many of your 
acquaintances, have been ma terially injured by this 
unprofitable pro pe mfity, and that this is the grand 
caufe of the ridiculous appearance which they make 
in the world. Lite is fhort, and it is our duty to 
vd as many good deeds into the contracted {pace 
{f we are doomed to pafs fome 
in company with thofe children of dull- 
iefs, whet: knowledge does not extend beyond the 
narrow circle of their indifpenfidle duties, let us 
rather than amufe them into certain hes, impart 
what we know, and improve them. In doing this 
we fhall effect two good purpofes. The firft is— 
We {hall do thema kindnefs w orthy of a benificent 
mind, and the fecond—by adding to their ftore of 
ideas, we fhall inlarge their powers of converfation, 
and thereby render their company lefs tedious and 
irkfome for the future. 

Another objection againft the practice of commu- 
nicating tells, is its making us continually liable to 
impofition and deception. I have often obferved, 
that thofe who make it a matter of importance to 
tell thofe tells, always have one ready for any per- 
fon who defires to hear him or herfelf compliment- 
ed. {It can hardly be imagined that we are fo often 
the fubjects of applaufe as to fupply the tongue of a 
circulator of tells with perpetual power to anfwer 
the demands of our ambitious vanity. We cannot 
think that we are not liable to the {malleft cenfure. 
But does your memory furnifh you with a dozen 
inftances in which your male or female friends were 
at a lofs for a tell? Weare therefore continually h- 
able to deception, and we may efteem ourfelves ve- 
ry fortunate if thofe who impofe on us, do not rid- 
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icule our credulity. Thefe are my fentiments on 
this fubje&, and altho’ I have never exprefled them 
till lately, yet I always had the fame ideas concern- 
ing it. To you, my efteemed, my beloved Caro- 
line, I unbofom myjielf. I fhould exprefs myfelf with 
reluctance to any but yourfelf, but do I not addres 
my writings to a partial eye, which will do ample 
jultice to my merits, and view with candor my 
faults? I need not apoligize for what I have thus 
declared—You have a generous foul, and muft ap- 
prove of a congenial heart that abhors deception. 








ELEGANT EXTRACTS. 


Tuar tempered and philofophical fpirit, 
which it has been obferved that literature has a ten- 
dency to fix in the habit, fometimes arifes from 
mechanical caufes, but it is then only tranfient 
and fleeting. ‘The effect produced by the air on the 
tops of very high mountains, where as the animate 
ed Rouffeau expreffes himfelf, 1’ Ame fe detache 
des fens, 0 on eft grave fans melancholic, paifible 
fans indolence, content d’étre, et de penfer,” gives 
us a lively idea of the character of a philofophical 
fcholar. It is well painted by M. de Luc, in his de- 
fcription of his amiable female traveller, when on 
the top of the mountain of Chaumont, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Neufchatel :— She became thought- 
ful,” fays he; “her eyes feemed no longer fixed on 
fenfible obje€ts; fhe clofed them almoit, and re- 
mained in filence. In this calm reverie the tears 
ftole gently from between her half fut eye-lids, and 
a {mile appeared at the fame inftant upon her lids, 
in order to juftify them. What is the matter, fays 
fhe, afterwards, with furprize ? Is it not really from 
happinefs that I weep ? Am I then returned all in a 
moment to the firft years of my life? Never did I 
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experience, without an apparent caufe, any thing 
like the fituation in which I now find myfelf, except 


all Ae 


in my early you th.” At this time we were both 
ftanding, and had been walking upon a green plat 
of fome extent, when we began to experience this 
® {oft and pincid {tate of being. We drew near to 
three or four little rocks, .which ele, ated their heads, 
H ona retired part of the level, and offered here and 
tf 
1 


there convenient feats. We fat down, and paffed 
near two or three hours in that fpot, without per- 
ceiving it, and almoft the whole time in filence. 
Madame S. felt herfelf in paradife, and wifhed not 
to return to the earth.” 

Molt perfons have been fenfible of the fame im- 
preions in fimilar fituations. The writer of thefe 
pages on the top of Mount Skiddaw, in Cumber- 
land, was reminded, by his guide, that it was time 
to depart, after having paffed more than an hour in 
a fpace of a few yards in circumference, wholly in- 
fenfible of the lapfe of time. It muft have been the 

firuation that delighted and detained him, for the 
| converfation of his companion was neither amufing 
' sor inftructive. Mons. pe Luc. 
IT is not confined to the learned to feel a cone 
| tempt for the feeble importance of dignity and rank ; 
whole nations have felt the fame ; and attended with 
more philofophic compofure than is now teftified 
by the raging democrats of France ; who, even in 
the purfuit of what is right in their fyftem, a& neithe 
er with reafon nor with juftice. At Geneva no 
perfons are permitted to fix weather-cocks on their 
houfes, but thofe whofe families have been noble. 
Doubtle fs this reftri¢tion was not intended by the le- 
gillators of that Republic as a mark of honour to the 
p2 tiem but rather as an oblique fatire on the fick- 
icnefs and AuCtuation of rank and honours. 
GENEVA, 
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ADDRESSED TO MRS, 














» BY MR. Am, 


} HY notes O Deliaj to my car, 


Are fofter than the woodlark’s air : 
And the firft fongftrefs of the choir, 

Is difcord to thy melting lyre ; 

Pure is the breeze that fans the heath, 





But purer thy ambrofial breath, 
Gracciul the lily of the lawn, 

More graccful fill thy angel form, 
Bright is yon regent of the fky, 

Yet dim compared with Delia’s eye, 
To thee more charms divice are piven, 


Than ever grac'd the Dames of Heaven ! 
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ANECDOTE 

AWN officer in the Jate war journ eying winpugh 
a country town, ftopped at a Tavern ; being ieat ed 
by the fire, he entered into converfation with an e!- 
derly looking gentleman, who by his difcourfe, co: 
vinced the officer that he was no fool of a m: athe 
matician—Pray fir, fays the oflicer, as you appea ar 
be a great fcholar, can you tell me how long it wi 

ake me to furmount an infurmonntable diffic ultpyes, Sy 
replied the old gentleman jut a as long as it would 
take you to find the bottom of a bottomle/s pit. Faith 
fays the officer, that’s too DEEP for me, and made 
of as faft as he could. 
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patrons of the Nightingale are cciired to addreds their cor 











